
ACT ION
GENERAT ION

V O L U M E  2  •  I S S U E  N O .  1

2024

"YOUTH CHANGING THE WORLD""YOUTH CHANGING THE WORLD"



C O N T E N TC O N T E N T

EDITORIAL
P A G E  4

ABOUT YPSA-CYD
P A G E  7

10 YOUTH ACTION STORIES

The stories are all about youth
leadership and climate action taken
with the community, for the planet.

ABOUT YPSA 
P A G E  6

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
P A G E  3

ECO-ROOF
P A G E  9

TRASH TO TREASURE
P A G E  1 1

REUSE CLOTHES TO COMBAT
CLIMATE CHANGE

P A G E  1 3

BEACH CLEANING THROUGH
MUSIC

P A G E  1 6

PRESERVING MAHESKHALI’S
HERITAGE

P A G E  2 0

CLIDOC

P A G E  2 5

CLEAN TOURISM IN
KHAGRACHARI

P A G E  1 8

ECO-FRIENDLY CAMPUS

P A G E   2 2

ECO-MATES

P A G E   2 3

TREE THRIVE AND PLASTIC
REVIVE

P A G E  1 5



Dear Readers,

Our journey has been a colourful fabric of dreams realised, thanks to the unwavering
support of amazing individuals and groups. Today, filled with gratitude, we want to
thank those who have been the foundation of our path.

To the Youth Leaders: Your passion, dedication, and vision have sparked a light that
guided us through change. Your commitment to our cause has been a constant
inspiration, turning our dreams into achievements.

To our Supporters and Donors: Your generosity has been the heartbeat of our work.
Your belief in our mission and your contributions have given life to our projects,
driving them towards success and making a lasting impact.

To the Community: Your unshaken support, engagement, and teamwork have
strengthened our resolve and expanded our reach.

To the Visionary Leaders: Your guidance, advice, and support have shaped our
strategies and pushed our efforts forward. Your encouragement has given us the
strength to overcome challenges and create meaningful change.

To the YPSA Team: Your dedication and hard work have been the driving force behind
every milestone. Your passion for our mission, creativity, and commitment to
excellence have been crucial in our journey.

To everyone who has contributed to our cause—whether with time, resources,
expertise, or unwavering belief—your impact on our journey cannot be overstated.
Together, we have created positive change, where each contribution, big or small, has
come together to create progress.

As we celebrate our achievements and look towards the future, we carry your
support, passion, and dedication as the wind beneath our wings. With heartfelt
gratitude, we recognize each and every one of you as the true architects of our
success.

Warm regards,
Afra Nawar Rahman
Youth Coordinator
YPSA-CYD

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
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A D V I S O R

Welcome to the latest issue of our
youth-focused climate and environment action magazine.

This edition is packed with inspiring stories and practical tips
to empower youth to make a positive impact on our planet. 
We meet the extraordinary young minds who are taking the

lead in climate activism by the support and motivation of
YPSA-CYD.

Remember, you're not alone on this journey to protect and
heal our planet. We are also by your side. 

Your passion, energy, and commitment can ignite a global
movement for positive change. Let's work together 
to create a world where nature thrives and future

generations thrive with it.

A B D U S  S A B U R  
Y O U T H  F O C A L  

Y P S A

C H I E F  A D V I S O R

Dear Remarkable Youth,
Your energy and potential are truly inspiring. 

Your enthusiasm, ideas, and determination are shaping a
brighter future for us all. "Action Generation" magazine

celebrates your unwavering commitment to making a difference
and showcases your remarkable impact on our community.
I encourage you to continue your quest for positive change.

Every step and idea you pursue contributes to a more inclusive
and harmonious world.

As Chief Executive, I proudly acknowledge your efforts and
salute your dedication. Together, let's build on this momentum

of positive development, ensuring your generation
 leads the way in shaping a better tomorrow.

With admiration and 
wholehearted support.

M D .  A R I F U R  R A H M A N
C H I E F  E X E C U T I V E

Y P S A

T H E
T E A M !
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E D I T O R - I N - C H I E F
A F R A  N A W A R  R A H M A N
Y O U T H  C O O R D I N A T O R

Y P S A - C Y D

W R I T E R  &
T R A N S L A T O R

“YOUTH = Boundless. Dauntless. Creative. Driven. Powerful.

We, the youth, are fearless and unfazed by obstacles. Our
drive is clear, powered by our passions. Our strength

is undeniable, ready to shape the future 
with our creativity.

This magazine shows the powerful impact of youth action in
just six months. Imagine the heights we can reach 

when we focus our minds and energy on positive efforts;
and develop our potential in a supportive environment. 

With courage, perseverance, and commitment, 
we are a powerful force,  ready 

to make a difference.”

To all the young changemakers out there,
never underestimate the incredible power of your voice.

When we unite with passion and purpose, the possibilities are
limitless; remember—you are the change the world

 desperately needs.
I am honored to be part of a team that champions the

empowerment of young leaders in the fight against climate
change. Our mission is to amplify your voices and transform your
groundbreaking ideas into a formidable force for global impact.

Through YPSA-CYD, we are devoted to nurturing and 
inspiring the next generation to rise above adversity 
and lead with unwavering courage, crafting a world

 where both humanity and 
our planet can flourish.

S E T A R  R U D R A
Y P S A
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A B O U T
Y P S A

Young Power in Social Action (YPSA) is a non-profit 
nonpolitical voluntary organization, was established 
on 20th May, 1985 at Sitakunda Sadar in Chattogram district on the eve of
International Youth Year declared by the United Nations. 

Vision
YPSA envisions a society without poverty where everyone’s basic needs and rights are
ensured.

Mission
YPSA exists to participate with the poor and vulnerable population with all
commitment to bring about their own and society’s sustainable development.

Y O U N G  P O W E R  I N
S O C I A L  A C T I O N

"Youth is not a part of
time, it is a state of

mind!"
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A B O U T
Y P S A - C Y D

In 1995, YPSA-CYD, a link organisation of YPSA
was formed to empower youths for their positive
and uninhibited development. 

C E N T E R  F O R  Y O U T H
A N D  D E V E L O P M E N T

"Youths are not only
leaders of tomorrow 

but partners of 
today"

Youths have a significant role to play in the process of social development because they
are todays partners as well as the future. YPSA-CYD believes in ensuring access of persons
with disabilities, ensuring gender equity and women empowerment, promoting
participation and empowerment of youth. Our objective is to:

To empower the local youth community and bring a positive change in their lives.
To ensure youth participation in the mainstream development process.
To promote international youth cooperation and a culture of peace.
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OUR
STORIES
OUR
ACT IONS!

OUR
STORIES
OUR
ACT IONS! 10

10 stories of steps taken taken from scratch by community
youth for the future of hundreds!



E C O  R O O F
Our passion lies in rooftop gardening, and the biggest hurdle we've faced is water
pooling. Dirty water becomes a breeding ground for mosquitoes, creates hygiene issues,
and turns rooftops into slip hazards.
That's why we're on a mission to design a robust water drainage system specifically for
rooftop gardens. By letting excess water flow freely, we can create safer, healthier green
spaces.
To get started, we knew we needed to understand the bigger picture. Thankfully, YPSA, a
fantastic organization, offered invaluable training and support. They showed us the
ropes of project implementation and overcoming challenges, which has been a game-
changer.
So, how did we tackle the drainage problem? Research became our best friend. We
started by surveying the Ministry of Environment and the Ministry of Agriculture to tap
into their expertise. Then, we hit the field, gathering data from residents in Halishahar
and Bashundhara residential areas. This helped us understand the specific needs and
concerns of everyday people.
While "Eco-roof" isn't the official project name, it captures the essence of what we're
trying to achieve. We envision rooftops transformed into vibrant gardens, not just for
aesthetics, but to cultivate a love for urban agriculture.
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But our sights are set beyond
personal rooftops. The next phase
involves collaborating with local
NGOs, INGOs, and schools. Their
offices and terraces often have
underutilized rooftop spaces–
perfect canvases for our project! By
working together, we can create
a network of rooftop gardens,
promoting social action and
youth engagement, all while
fostering a greener city.
This project is just sprouting, but
with the right support, these
rooftop gardens will blossom into
something truly special. Who
knows, maybe one day the entire
city will be buzzing with rooftop life,
not mosquitoes!
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Project Name  : Eco-Roof
Name: Ismail Hosan Maharaj
Affiliated organization : YPSA



R A S H  T O
R E A S U R E
R A S H  T O
R E A S U R E

Evaluating the economic potential of
Waste Management.

Do you know how much waste we generate
every year? According to The World Counts:
Every year we dump a massive 2.12 billion
tons of waste. If all this waste was put on
trucks they would go around the world 24
times! Even in Bangladesh, waste generation
is around 22.4 million tons per year and it is
projected to reach 47,064 tons per day by
2025. The amount of  waste in Chattogram
City Corporation is found to be 0.60 Kg per
capita per day and it varies from ward to
ward. People in Ward 07 and Ward 14
generates much more waste compared to
others. 
Having this kind of waste generation problem,
I, along with my friends started our Social
Action Project named “Trash to Treasure” with
two objectives targeting the low-income
informal settlement of  the Chattogram City
Corporation’s 14 no Ward: First, to identify
which trash are biodegradable and non -
biodegradable  ( biodegradable waste refers
to waste that is absorbed by soil and non-
biodegradable waste pollutes the ecosystem,
causing climate change) and the second goal
was to introduce the target audience to the
concept of getting economic benefits from
trashes. We went to those settlements to
make them realize the consequences of waste
mismanagement and proposed effective
management of both trashes, which included
using two different dustbins or any unused
pots. We shared the idea of selling the plastic
trashes for recycling and reuse to earn
money. Many of them were initially not
interested in waste separation, reuse or
recycle.

We went to them several times to make them
understand the importance of waste
management, where we held seminars for the
housewives and did advocacy with the Ward
Councilor. It was not easy with our challenges
but through the training of YPSA, we got to
know how to face challenges and how to
ensure a sustainable approach. We visited the
area several times for monitoring.  We were
happy that some of them were already
engaged in tree planting by making organic
fertilizer from biodegradable wastes.  We
were delighted to find that they had sorted
both types of waste and the children start
making different types of crafts like pen-
holder, tree pot and many more from the non
- biodegradable waste. 
Now, it has become a habit to separating
waste! They promise to continue this for
proper waste management and make  money
by selling the non- biodegradable waste which
will help solve our climate issues.
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In the face of escalating climate change
impacts, particularly in vulnerable regions
like Bangladesh, a group of six students
from various departments at Chittagong
University has embarked on a
commendable social action project titled
"Reuse of Clothes to Combat Climate
Change." The team focuses on collecting
and distributing reusable clothes to
underprivileged communities in the
university's vicinity, particularly targeting
slum areas. This initiative not only
provides essential clothing to those in
need but also addresses significant
environmental issues. By promoting the
reuse of clothes, the project aims to
reduce the substantial textile waste
contributing to environmental pollution
and greenhouse gas emissions. The team
has placed collection boxes in the girls'
dormitories and conducted awareness
campaigns about the benefits of reusing
clothes. This approach has garnered
appreciation and participation from the
campus community, leading to the
successful distribution of collected clothes
to over 100 families. Reusing clothes
reduces the demand for new garments,
thus lowering the carbon emissions and
resource consumption associated with
textile production. 

R E U S E  O F
C L O T H E S  T O
C O M B A T  C L I M A T E
C H A N G E

R E U S E  O F
C L O T H E S  T O
C O M B A T  C L I M A T E
C H A N G E recycling, repurposing and donating

garments has

environmental, economic benefits, while
developing conscious citizens!

1 3  |  A C T I O N  G E N E R A T I O N



 It also minimizes the volume of textile waste that ends up in landfills, which in turn
mitigates the adverse effects on water bodies and ecosystems. The project
underscores the detrimental impact of the fashion industry, which consumes vast
amounts of water and employs harmful chemicals in fabric production. By extending
the life cycle of clothing through recycling, repurposing, and donating, the project
contributes to reducing the overall environmental footprint. Furthermore, this
initiative aligns with the broader goals of economic and social sustainability. It
provides affordable clothing options to the less fortunate, creates awareness about
the negative impacts of fast fashion, and educates the public on sustainable practices.

The project's ongoing activities, such as bi-monthly cleaning campaigns and online
awareness efforts, ensure its sustainability and long-term impact. The role of
organizations like YPSA and the British Council has been pivotal, offering training that
equipped the team with the necessary skills to execute and expand their project
effectively. By promoting an eco-friendly lifestyle and encouraging community
participation, Team Eco-mates is making significant strides in combating climate
change and fostering environmental consciousness. Their innovative approach and
persistent efforts demonstrate how grassroots initiatives can drive meaningful change
and inspire others to adopt sustainable practices. This project serves as a powerful
example of how local actions can contribute to global environmental goals, ultimately
striving for a greener tomorrow.
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This Social Action project initiated by a group
of passionate students trained by YPSA, is
making significant strides in promoting
environmental sustainability and combating
plastic pollution in the Sitakund area. The
essence of their project is encapsulated in its
name, emphasizing the dual focus on
reducing microplastic pollution and
encouraging tree planting. These dedicated
youth go door-to-door, raising awareness
about the harmful effects of microplastics and
the benefits of planting trees. 

To incentivize participation, they offer
residents a plant in exchange for five
plastic bottles. The collected bottles are then
repurposed into handcrafted showpieces,
merging environmental consciousness with
creativity. So far, the team has engaged with
35 families, demonstrating the transformative
potential of community-led initiatives. 

Their short-term goal includes liberating a
community from plastic misuse and
empowering women by training them to
create handicrafts from recycled plastics,
thereby fostering financial independence. The
project not only promotes tree planting but
also underscores the broader impact of
grassroots efforts in driving sustainable
practices. As they look to expand their work
nationwide, "Tree Thrive & Plastic Revive"
stands as a testament to the power of local
action in addressing global environmental
challenges.
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Shahriar Morshed Sifat, a dedicated volunteer
with YASID for the past two years, has
spearheaded the remarkable "Beach Cleaning
and Creating Awareness by Music" initiative in
Cox's Bazar, home to the world's longest
beach. Born and raised in this scenic city,
Shahriar witnessed firsthand the adverse
effects of plastic waste and garbage
mismanagement on this vital tourist
attraction. With Cox's Bazar stretching 120 km
from Badarmokam and attracting
approximately 2.5 to 3 million tourists
annually, the beach plays a crucial role in
Bangladesh's tourism sector and economy.
However, its beauty has been deteriorating
due to rampant plastic pollution and a lack of
awareness among visitors, severely impacting
biodiversity and contributing to climate
change. Following a two-day training session
from YASID supported by the British Council
and YPSA, Shahriar and his team developed a
strategy to address this issue through SAP

execution training. They realized that
traditional awareness campaigns were not
sufficiently effective, so they decided to use
music as an engaging medium to spread their
message. Their approach involved engaging
with youth, coordinating with tourist
police, lifeguards, and local merchants,
and organizing cleaning campaigns with
broad participation, including the tourist
police. These efforts were met with increasing
support. The initial reluctance from the youth
and tourist police gave way to enthusiastic
participation, significantly enhancing the
impact of the campaigns. Local newspapers
and online news portals recognized their
efforts, further amplifying their message. To
ensure the sustainability of their initiative,
Shahriar's team implemented several ongoing
actions: conducting bi-monthly cleaning
campaigns, running online awareness
campaigns, and holding meetings with the
beach community and local traders. 

B E A C H  C L E A N I N GB E A C H  C L E A N I N GB E A C H  C L E A N I N G
T H R O U G H  M U S I CT H R O U G H  M U S I CT H R O U G H  M U S I C
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Despite initial challenges, Shahriar and his
team successfully mobilized the community
and garnered the support necessary to drive
change. Their innovative use of music and
persistent advocacy efforts have made
significant strides in restoring the beauty of
Cox's Bazar beach, raising awareness, and
contributing to climate change mitigation.
Their story stands as an inspiring example of
how grassroots initiatives can make a
profound impact on the environment and
community.
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Following the training, the volunteers were divided into 12 teams, each tasked with a unique
project. Apu’s team, comprising nine members, took on the project titled "Creating
Awareness Among Tourists to Ensure Clean Tourism and Environmental Protection,"
focusing their efforts on the Hanging Bridge tourist center. 

A dedicated volunteer group with the
Humanity Welfare Association in
Khagrachari, has embarked on a vital
project to promote clean tourism
and environmental protection,
thanks to an insightful training
program organized by YPSA and the
British Council. This training, which
educated over 108 volunteers about
the detrimental effects of climate
change, equipped participants with
the knowledge and skills necessary
to address environmental
challenges. 

Initially, the team engaged with the
authorities managing the tourist center,
securing their cooperation and support.
Through careful observation, they identified
several key issues: tourists were littering,
there were no designated dustbins, and
there was a general lack of awareness about
environmental protection. To address these
problems, the team implemented several
strategies, including placing stickers on
dustbins, using loudspeakers to educate
visitors, and organizing rallies with
banners to raise awareness.
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The project faced several challenges, particularly in convincing both the authorities and
tourists of the importance of maintaining a clean and environmentally friendly tourist
center. However, as awareness about climate change grew, the implementation of the
project became smoother. The training on climate change proved invaluable, providing the
team with the knowledge and strategies needed to tackle these challenges effectively.

The successful implementation of this project has significantly improved the cleanliness of
the Hanging Bridge tourist center, mitigating the threat posed by litter, polythene, and other
non-biodegradable materials to the environment. This initiative not only enhances the
aesthetic appeal and sustainability of the tourist center but also serves as a model for
future efforts in environmental protection and climate change mitigation. Through
this project, Apu and his team have demonstrated the profound impact of community-
driven environmental initiatives, underscoring the importance of education and proactive
measures in preserving our natural surroundings.
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Reducing Plastic to Save the
Environment: A Grassroots
Movement in Maheshkhali
Born in Maheshkhali, the only hill
island in Bangladesh, residents have
witnessed firsthand the island's rich
heritage and the devastating impact of
climate change on its environment and
livelihood. Maheshkhali, renowned
for its salt, betel, fish, and the
historic Adinath Temple, now also
hosts significant sites like the emerging
Eco Tourism Park in Sonadia and the
construction of the country's longest
sea port in Matarbari. Despite these
developments, the island faces severe
climate change repercussions, with
livelihoods in salt, fish, and betel nut
production dwindling. Notably, the
famous sweet drink of Maheshkhali
and fish harvests are declining, and
Cyclone Hamun recently destroyed
30% of the island's vegetation. Plastic
pollution exacerbates these
challenges, as fishermen now haul in
more plastic than fish, highlighting the
urgent need for action. After attending
a two-day training session by YASID,
supported by the British Council and
YPSA, a team was initiated to tackle
plastic pollution, focusing on creating
awareness and mobilizing the
community. 

PRESERVING
MAHESHKHAL I ’S
HER ITAGE
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Under the slogan "Reduce Plastic, Save
the Environment," the team engaged
with local youth and government
officials, organized plastic clean-up
campaigns, and garnered media
attention to amplify their message.
Following these efforts, they worked
with the local government to install
dustbins in strategic locations. To
sustain and expand their initiative, the
team planned several actions:
conducting village-based yard meetings
to educate residents about plastic use,
advocating with school and college
management to install dustbins and
raise awareness among students,
collaborating with market committees
to maintain cleanliness, and engaging
with local fishermen to collect and sell
plastic waste. 

Their goal is to inspire the
community to reduce plastic
usage and contribute to
combating climate change,
ultimately preserving
Maheshkhali's environment
and heritage for future
generations.
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Mohammad Main Uddin, a dedicated youth of
YPSA, has launched a transformative project
called "Eco-Friendly Campus." The project
aims to maintain cleanliness, plant more
trees, and promote positive climate change by
instilling an interest in tree planting among
students at a local university. Initially,
Mohammad and his team engaged with
concerned teachers and students, securing
their support to clean the campus grounds
and surroundings. With contributions from
teachers, local administration, and
doctors, they provided dustbins, tubs, and
various plants, including flowers, fruits,
and medicinal species. 
 

This collaborative effort encouraged students
to plant and care for trees, fostering a sense
of environmental stewardship. Recognizing
the pressing issue of rising global
temperatures and the negative impacts of
climate change, Mohammad chose this
project to raise environmental awareness and
help maintain ecological balance. The training
provided by YPSA and the British Council
equipped the youths with the skills to
overcome challenges and make informed
decisions, crucial for the project's execution.
The involvement of teachers, students, local
administration, doctors, and media has been
instrumental in scaling up the project,
ensuring its sustainability and long-term
impact. This Eco-Friendly Campus project
stands as a testament to the power of
community collaboration in fostering
environmental consciousness and combating
climate change, illustrating how local actions
can contribute significantly to global
environmental goals.

ECOECO -FR IENDLY-FR IENDLY
CAMPUSCAMPUS
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ECO-MATESECO-MATESECO-MATES

In developing countries like Bangladesh,
human life is in crisis due to the adverse
impact of climate change, with the country
ranked as one of the most vulnerable
globally to global warming and natural
disasters. Amidst this adversity, Team Eco-
mates is diligently working to create
awareness and foster eco-friendly habits
among the youth. Committed to an eco-
friendly lifestyle, the team aims for a
greener tomorrow by taking concrete
steps such as maintaining personal
gardens, swapping clothes with
acquaintances to avoid unnecessary
purchases, conserving water, and
reducing electricity and gas usage. 
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Eco friendly lifestyle for a
greener tomorrow They also combat single-use plastic

pollution by repurposing waste materials
into flower tubs and pot holders. Adhering
to the Bangladesh Environment Protection
Act-1995, which prohibits vehicles emitting
harmful smoke or gases, they advocate for
replacing fossil fuel vehicles with eco-friendly
alternatives and encourage walking. Initially
met with opposition, Team Eco-mates has
successfully demonstrated the physical and
financial benefits of their initiatives, gaining
support. Social welfare organisations like
YPSA have played a crucial role in
recognizing and supporting their efforts.
Collaborating with the British Council and
YPSA through the "Building Agency of Youth
in Climate Action" training, they organized an
awareness campaign on January 27, 2024, at
the Maritime Museum. This event included
workshops aimed at educating the youth
about leading an eco-friendly life and
demonstrating how small actions can lead to
significant environmental benefits.
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Jibanananda Das once wrote, "The face of
Bengal always haunts me; I don't seek the
beauty of the world anymore."
This profound natural beauty of Bangladesh
has mesmerized nature lovers for ages.
However, many may not realize that this very
beauty is under threat due to human
activities. Urbanization and environmental
degradation are causing extreme disasters,
tarnishing Bangladesh's natural splendor.
Climate change, driven by human actions, is
polluting our environment daily, gradually
darkening this beautiful land.
Rising temperatures, increasing droughts, and
melting ice caps threaten low-lying areas,
while extreme weather events are becoming
more frequent. This not only endangers
human life but also puts numerous species at
risk. To combat these challenges, we have
formed a project team called "Cli-DOC." Our
mission is to raise awareness about climate
change and encourage leadership in taking
actionable steps. We aim to guide and inspire
people to work together for a pollution-free
environment.

The main challenge in addressing climate
change is the lack of awareness among the
general public. When we began working on
our climate change documentary, we faced
various obstacles due to people's ignorance
and indifference. Some are careless about
properly disposing of garbage in designated
areas, while others are indifferent to the
matter altogether. However, through our
efforts, we aim to educate and inspire people
to take responsibility for protecting our
environment. We want to spread awareness
and encourage people to work towards a
pollution-free environment. 
It is our responsibility to keep this land free
from pollution. Therefore, through various
methods and events, we aim to spread
awareness and guide people to work towards
a pollution-free environment.
Our Cli-DOC team is already working on
various issues related to climate change, such
as noise pollution, not disposing of garbage in
designated boxes, environmental pollution,
soil contamination, etc. 
We aim to address these issues and educate
people about climate change. This work will
be further encouraged when they realize the
importance of their actions. Finally, we are
planning to design specific action plans for the
younger generation. The responsibility of
making this land beautiful lies with the future
generation. We want them to be our partners
in making this land pollution-free and to
create a louder voice on these issues through
documentaries."

Amplifying Climate Action
Through Online Documentaries

CL IDOCCL IDOC
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P A G E  F I V E  |  J O U R N E Y

I AMI AM BOUNDLESS, BOUNDLESS,
I AMI AM CREATIVE, CREATIVE,
I AMI AM YOUTHFUL. YOUTHFUL.

WWW.YPSA .ORG

WWW.PROYOUTHGLOBAL .NET


